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16.4. 2020-2021 FINANCIAL STATEMENT SUBMISSIONS 

Report Author Phil Brennan, Manager Finance 
Date of Meeting 23 March 2022 
Authorising Director Steve Embry, Director Corporate Services  

SUMMARY OF REPORT 

This report presents submissions received from members of the public, in respect of the 2020-2021 
Financial Statements, to Council for its information. 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the submissions be noted. 

FINANCIAL / RESOURCE IMPLICATIONS 

Nil. 

LEGAL IMPLICATIONS 

There is no legal requirement to report submissions received from the public in relation to Financial 
Statements to Council. Council is required to provide these submissions to the auditor (the Audit 
Office of NSW) for their consideration. This has occurred. 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Nil. 

BACKGROUND 

Council considered a report at its 2 February 2022 Ordinary Meeting in relation to the presentation 
of the 2020-2021 Financial Statements and Auditors Reports to it by the Audit Office of NSW. 
That report contained information outlining the legislative process for the exhibition of the Financial 
Statements and Auditors Reports and the process by which members of the public could make a 
submission on those reports. The relevant paragraphs of that report are reproduced below. 
“Section 418 (2) required public notice of at least 7 days be given of the Council meeting date fixed 
for the presentation of the audited Financial Statements. This notice (prepared in the required format) 
was published in the Great Lakes Advocate, the Manning River Times and Gloucester Advocate. 
The notice and a copy of the audited Financial Statements were also made available on Council’s 
website from 24 December 2021. Printed copies are not available for public inspection at the 3 main 
Council Administration buildings as part of Council’s COVID-19 procedures. 
Section 420 of the Act makes provision for any person to make submissions to Council with respect 
to the Financial Statements or Auditors Reports. Such submissions must be made within 7 days after 
the reports are presented to the public. Copies of submissions must be referred to the Auditor and, 
if required, amendments made to the Financial Statements.” 
2 submission were received during the exhibition period and letters of acknowledgment and 
appreciation have been provided. These submissions were referred to the Auditor (the Audit Office 
of NSW) on 17 February 2022. Annexure A is the letter of referral to the Audit Office of NSW and 
includes the submissions. 
The submissions do not raise any matters that require an amendment to the Financial Statements. 
They do comment on matters that have been raised and are being discussed with Council and its 
Audit, Risk & Improvement Committee (ARIC). Council and the ARIC is aware of (and will be 
monitoring) the actions that are occurring to address the matters highlighted within the submissions. 
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No further specific action in relation to the submissions is required or is proposed to be taken. 

DISCUSSION 

Nil. 

ATTACHMENTS 

Attachment 1 immediately follows this Report. 
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Attachment 1 – Redacted 2020-2021 Financial Statement Submissions 
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